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Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS
• Tues. Aug 10 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 

7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Thur. Aug 12 - Catholic Radio Breakfasts at Hacienda Palomas.  Prayer Breakfast.  
• Fri. Aug 13 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 

a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Sat. Aug 14  - 11:00 am -Serra Meets Most Rev. Frank Caggiano, Bishop of  the 

Diocese of  Bridgeport, CT. is the guest speaker.  Check website for Zoom invite. Serra 
Meets.   

• Mon. Aug 23 -  6:30 p.m., monthly meeting at Italiano’s.  Speaker TBA 
• Oct. 7-10, Serra International Convention in Chicago 
• Dec. 13 -  Annual Christmas party and recommitment at the Manor House in the 

Barrington 

August 

Month of  the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary 

O Immaculate Heart of  Mary, 
full of  goodness, 

show your love towards us. 
Let the flame of  your heart, 

O Mary, descend on all people. 
We love you immensely. 

Impress true love in our hearts 
so that we have a continuous desire for you. 

O Mary, gentle and humble of  heart, remember us 
when we are in sin. 

You know that all men sin. 
Give us, by means of  your Immaculate Heart, 

spiritual health. 
Let us always see the goodness of  your motherly heart 
and may we be converted by means of  the flame of  

your heart. 
Amen.

https://www.grnonline.com/en/events/catholic-prayer-breakfasts/38-catholic-prayer-breakfast
https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix

Father Felix is visiting his family in Nigeria.  Following are his words in an excerpt from the St. Mary Magdalene’s bulletin. 

How many of  us had bread for our breakfast this morning? The bread was the essential and common 
meal at the time of  Jesus. The poor ate barley bread while the rich ate the bread of  wheat. We have all 
kinds of  bread – white bread, bagel, wheat bread, rye bread, Italian bread, French bread, banana bread, 
etc. In our first and gospel readings today, there was a multiplication of  loaves of  bread for a hungry and 
needy multitude. Elisha asked the people to distribute twenty barley loaves among hundreds of  people. 

Jesus asked that five barley loaves be shared among five thousand people. In each of  the stories, the 
people ate enough and had some leftovers. The miracle of  the loaves in today’s gospel from St. John is a prelude to Jesus’ 
message and revelation of  himself  as the “bread of  life,” which we now receive in the Eucharist. The miracles in the first 
and gospel readings came about because some members of  the community were willing to share the little they had. 
One important point I would like to stress today is the need for us to be grateful to God for our meals. When Jesus 
received the loaves of  bread, he gave thanks to God and blessed it before distributing it to the people. There is a great 
lesson there. We must pray and give thanks to God for the blessing of  food that sometimes we take for granted. In the 
time of  Christ, food was a holy thing, and the Law required people to say a prayer of  thanks every time they are to eat. 
The rabbis taught that a meal with- out a prayer was a meal that was accursed. We too have our traditions as Catholics 
to pray before meal. The prayer I was taught as a child, I still pray today: “Bless us O Lord, and this gift we are about to 
receive from your bounty through Christ our Lord, Amen.” And after the meal, to pray thus in thanksgiving: “We give 
you thanks Almighty God for this gift and all your benefits, you who live and reign forever and ever, Amen. May the 
souls of  the faithful departed through the mercy of  God rest in peace, Amen.” 
Flowing from our gratitude to God is the idea of  conservation of  the earth’s resources by avoiding waste. After feeding 
the multitude of  people, Jesus ordered the disciples to gather the leftovers and not allow them to waste. The scripture did 
not tell us what was done with the leftover, but it did say that they were gathered so that nothing will be wasted. It seems 
there is an enormous amount of  waste around us to- day. Yet, we hear and read about hunger and starvation in many 
parts of  the world. It is estimated that over one billion people in the world suffer from hunger and malnutrition. About 
24,000 people die every day from hunger or hunger-related causes. Here in our country, we are also facing more and 
more people going hungry or having food insecurity than ever before. As we thank God for the bread we eat, let us be 
mindful of  those who are hungry by not wasting food. 

Report From VP of Vocations, Donna Rueby and Sandie Taylor 

Pastors’ Ordination Anniversaries: We continue to display the congratulatory banner for our priests’ ordination 
anniversaries as well as provide them with a cake and card.  Our next anniversaries will be for Fr. Carmelo at St. Leo’s 
on August 25, and Fr. Roger at St Dominic August 30.  

Seven Serrans: Seven Serrans are a group of  Serrans devoting just one hour of  prayer each week for 4 Vocation 
Directors from various States.  Serra USA organized this effort to ensure that every Vocation Director in the United 
States has at least one Serran praying for them for one hour each day of  the year.   Please contact Diddy if  interested in 
joining 281-615-2015. 

Newman Connection:  Surveys show 4 out of  5 students stop practicing their faith while in college. The Newman 
Connection is a ministry that’s working to reverse this trend by connecting College freshmen to campus ministers on the 
college campus of  their choice.  Serrans volunteered to contact parents of  St. Martha’s high school graduating students 
to collect names and colleges for submission.  We had 59 names and colleges collected which far surpassed last year’s 
collection of  8 names. Since this was a St. Martha focused effort, we plan to engage leaders at our other parishes and 
discuss ideas with them that might help us collect information on students in those parishes.  

New Seminarian Parent Dinner:  Our Club provided and served dinner for 11 new seminarians and their parents 
and families July 14 at St. Mary’s Seminary.  We gave the book “To Save A Thousand Souls” to the seminarians, and “A 
Priest in the Family” to the parents.  Each received St. Borromeo medals and prayer cards. 

Meals for Retreats:	 Meals were provided for Fr. Richard’s silent retreat at St. Mary’s Seminary July 22nd, and 
Joelma’s discernment retreat in Galveston July 9th -11th. 
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The summer months have a special quality of  seemingly flying by in one instant and 
endlessly dragging on in another. The busyness of  summer with work, vacations, personal 
and business travel make it seem “fly” by on one hand while the Houston heat and 
humidity have me longing for the more moderate temperatures of  those five days of  
spring and fall, we are blessed with each year.   

As I prepared for our July meeting, I had the initial thought that not much had happened 
during the month. After  reviewing all that our amazing little group had done to support 

and encourage vocations, I realized how wrong my initial impression 
had been. 

Jack & Kathy Ward hosted an Adopt-A-Seminarian event in their home for Seminarians 
Chris Meyer and Jacob Ramirez.  Father Wayne Ly was also invited, but unable to attend 
because someone, (yours truly) gave him the wrong address. The evening was quite a 
success even without Father Wayne and I know Chris and Jacob enjoyed their time with 
us. It was a special treat to see them interacting and relating to Jack and Kathy’s 
grandchildren.  It is a comfort and blessing to know such fine young men like these will be 
leading our church in the years to come. 

Our club also served at St. Mary’s Seminary at a dinner held for 11 new Seminarians and their parents. That 
too was a special evening where our club provided the book To Save a Thousand Souls to the Seminarians and A 
Priest in the Family to their parents. 

Father Richard McNeillie and Joelma Regis reached out to us to provide meals for two separate retreats that 
they were hosting. The Serra Club Northeast of  Houston stepped up in a big way providing two meals for Fr. 
Richard’s retreat at St. Mary’s and a meal for Joelma’s discernment retreat held in Galveston.  

Our club also continues to support many other initiatives like The Newman Connection, The Seven Serrans as 
well as recognizing and celebrating the Ordination Anniversaries of  the Pastor’s in our area.   

In retrospect I would say that was a very productive July. So, thank you to all the members who contribute to 
these initiatives in support of  the Serra mission. It is with God’s grace and your prayer, time, talent, 
commitment and perseverance in promoting and supporting vocations that the success of  this mission will be 
ensured. 

Finally, it is both interesting and appropriate that so many of  our activities involve feeding our Seminarians, 
Priests and Religious since it is they, who are and will be feeding us with God’s word and the Holy Eucharist for 
many years to come. 

Stay cool and safe and have a Blessed and Holy August – the month of  The Immaculate Heart of  Mary.

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Mark
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MONTHLY MEETING 

YOU SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH AND THE TRUTH SHALL SET YOU FREE 

Dan Kidd, Executive director of  the Shalom Center, member of  Serra Club Northeast 
of  Houston, and friend, spoke to the group at our monthly meeting at Italiano’s on 
Monday, July 26.   
  
Dan’s career has always involved helping others in many ways, especially in areas 
involving mental and emotional health.  He and his wife Sandi, arrived in Texas in 2011 
to begin his work here. 
The Shalom Center is a residential treatment center in Splendora, offering a holistic 
approach to mental health, spirituality and life for clergy, men and women religious. 
There are 20 beds and the number one diagnosis of  those needing help is depression.  
Many, Dan said, did not even know they were depressed, but knew they were not 
functioning as they should.  Other issues may include panic attacks, boundary issues, 
and/or alcohol problems. 

Shalom Center, is a non-profit organization providing professionals help using a multidisciplinary approach to health.   
The resident’s  day at the Center begins with daily Mass.  All priests in residence are invited to celebrate Mass for the 
residents. Some activities include, Spiritual Seminars with specialized speakers,  group therapy, individual spiritual 
guidance, and individual therapy. Cognitive therapy, which stresses being in touch with reality,  is a strong component 
to achieving health. Residents are guided to live in the present moment. 

You Shall Know the Truth and the Truth Shall Set You Free, John 32 

Residents who come from all over the world, have opportunities to participate in art therapy, exercise with a personal 
trainer, massage therapy, working with a nutritionist, 12-step meetings, and more.  There are walking paths with 
stations of  the cross, indoor gym and an indoor pool. Many areas of  additional help is provided.  The goal of  the 
Shalom Center is to Achieve SHALOM.   

Shalom -Peace, used as a salutation, and found as inscriptions on Jewish and Christian graves. Also, as a greeting, shalom 
aleichem (peace be with you, pax vobis) has become part of  the Eucharistic liturgy since Christ's greeting on Easter Sunday night. 
Catholic Culture. 

How can you help the Shalom Center?   Prayers! Donations always welcomed.  Also, there is a need currently for 
drivers.  Can you pick up a resident at the airport, or drive a resident to appointments?   Thank you Sheila Yepson for 

being the most recent driver.   

Contact the Shalom Center.  
281-399-0520, or email: info@shalomcenterinc.org.  Check the link to 
the website:  shalom center. 

Dan is a fan of  
his flip phone!

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/dictionary/index.cfm?id=36449
https://www.shalomcenterinc.org
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MONTHLY MEETING IS IMPORTANT TO NOURISH OUR SOULS WITH FELLOWSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP 

Karen Ehlig shared news of  the 
Vocation Ministry Benefit Dinner. To 
Have & To Hold, Celebrating 
the Sanctity of  Marriage, 
Tuesday, September 14, 2021 
at the Ballroom at Bayou Place. 

Our club is looking to purchase 
tickets/tables to benefit the Vocation 
Ministry.  Contact Karen for additional 
information, or the Vocation Ministry 
website:   To Have and to Hold. 

https://vocationministry.com/to-have-to-hold/
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ARCHDIOCESE  NEWS   

At the August 2019 
meeting we were 
fortunate to have the 
Auxiliary Bishop Italo 
Dell’Oro as our guest 
speaker. 

Auxiliary 
Bishop 
Sheltz 
retires 
after 50 
years of 
serving 
Galveston/
Houston.

Bishop Italo was 
ordained on July 2. 
His Excellency the 
Most reverend 
Christophe Pierre, 
Apostolic Nuncio 
to the USA hands 
the official letter 
from Pope Francis 
appointing Fr. 
Italo as Bishop 

Serra Convention

The Palmer House Hilton, the 
site of  the  convention

SERRA INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Serra International Convention meets in Chicago  -   October 7-10

Click on the following links for more information:  Convention agenda

https://www.serrainternational.org/news/serra-international-convention-be-held-oct-7-10-2021-chicago
https://www.serrainternational.org/sites/default/files/2021%20Convention%20Schedule%20v.2.docx.pdf
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SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON NEWS 

SERRANS HELPED WELCOME NEW SEMINARIANS AND THEIR FAMILIES…
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SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON NEWS 

August Religious Ordination Anniversaries 
11 - Sr. Marillac Njoku, Sisters of  Jesus the Saviour Convent 

18 - Dcn. Mel Mouton, St. Stephen the Martyr Mission 

August Birthdays  
4 - Dave Schlesinger 
8 - Dcn Miguel Perez, St. Martha 
8 - Sandi Kidd 
9 - Tim Field 
19 -  Charlie Garland 
22 - Sister Mary Emmanuel Utulu, Daughters of  
Divine Love 
29 - Fr. Enrique Figueroa, St. Leo the Great 
31 - Jim Stevens

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact,                 Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Prayers for : 
• Diddy and Fred’s Muck’s nephew who 

died recently 
• Best wishes and prayers for Donna and 

Robin’s new grand baby. Big sister Ava 
welcomes baby Claire Elizabeth Dennis 

• Congratulations and prayers for Father 
Michael Applegate as he accepts his 
assignment as pastor of  St. John of  the 
Cross in New Caney 

NEW SEMINARIANS DID NOT GO HUNGRY! 

Deacon Luis receives food from Sheila Yepsen 
and Jane Doherty and later that day, Father 

Richard receives food from Jim and and 
Jennifer Stevens, for the Seminarian Retreat. 

ADOPT A 
SEMINARIAN 

Celebrating the 
Ordination of  
Deacon Chris Meyer 
and Jacob Ramirez, 
Jack and Kathy 
hosted a dinner at 
their home. 

 Ordination in June

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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AUGUST SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

August 1 - St. Alphonsus Ligouri, Bishop, doctor of  the Church - Alphonsus (1696-1787) from Marianella near 
Naples studied law and practiced as a lawyer until the age of  27, when he began studying for the priesthood. After 
ordination at the age of  30 he lived his first years as a priest working with the homeless youth of  Naples. His preaching often 
succeeded in converting people who were alienated from their faith. He founded the congregation of  the Redemptorists, 
intended mainly to preach in the slums of  cities and other poor places. 

August Saints

August 8 -St. Mary of  the Cross MacKillop - Born in Melbourne (Australia) in 1842; died in Sydney on 
this day in 1909. Took the religious name Mary of  the Cross. Responding to the isolation of  colonial families, 
she pioneered a new form of  religious life to provide education for their children. She and her sisters shared 
the life of  the poor and the itinerant, offering special care to destitute women and children. Noted for her 
eagerness to discover God’s will in all things, for her charity in the face of  calumny, and for her abiding trust 
in God’s providence. 

August 9 - St. Teresa Benedicta of  the Cross,Virgin, Martyr. - Born on 12 October 1891 in 
Wroclaw (Poland); died on this day in 1942 at Auschwitz/Oswiecim. Edith Stein, born of  Jewish 
parents, became an outstanding philosopher, author and teacher, then discovered Christianity and 
Teresa of  Avila, and so was baptized in 1922. Became a Discalced Carmelite, taking the name 
Teresa Benedicta of  the Cross. When the Dutch bishops protested the Nazi persecution of  the Jews, 
she was deported to Auschwitz along with all Dutch Catholics of  Jewish extraction. Honored as a 

victim of  anti-Semitism, a scholar, contemplative and martyr for whom the cross is the key to spiritual understanding. 

August 10 - St. Lawrence Martyr- Died at Rome on this day in 258, four days after Saint Sixtus II, with 
whom he was closely associated. Honoued for his almsgiving. Became, after the apostles, the most celebrated 
martyr of  the Church of  Rome. His cult spread throughout the Church from the fourth century.  

August 14 - St. Maximilian Kolbe - Priest, Martyr. Born near Lódz (Poland) in 1894; died at 
Auschwitz.Oswiecim in 1941. St. Maximilian Kolbe was very active in promoting the Immaculate Virgin 
Mary and is known as the Apostle of  Consecration to Mary. Much of  his life was strongly influenced by a 
vision he had of  the Virgin Mary when he was 12. "That night I asked the Mother of  God what was to 
become of  me. Then she came to me holding two crowns, one white, the other red. She asked me if  I was 
willing to accept either of  these crowns. The white one meant that I should persevere in purity, and the red 
that I should become a martyr. I said that I would accept them both.” One year after his vision, Kolbe and 

his elder brother, Francis joined the Conventual Franciscans. In 1910, Kolbe was given the 
religious name Maximilian, after being allowed to enter the novitiate, and in 1911, he professed 
his first vows. St. Maximillian Kolbe

August27- St. Monica - Probably born at Tagaste (Algeria) about 331; died at Ostia (Italy) in 387. 
Before her marriage her faith bore fruit in her recovery from a drinking problem and later helped bring 
her husband and mother-in-law to Christianity. Undertook many years of  penance and prayer for her 
brilliant but wayward son Saint Augustine. Following his conversion and baptism in Milan, she died 
at the beginning of  her journey home to Africa. Noted for her parental devotion, her patience, and her 
persistence in prayer. 

https://www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie/2018/08/saints-of-the-month-aug/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=370
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Catholic quotes

https://www.google.com/search?q=Catholic%20quotes&tbm=isch&tbs=rimg:Cb-SkAmL1XdbYaHOdpf-m0QX&client=safari&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CBsQuIIBahcKEwiInba1_e3xAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQCQ&biw=1914&bih=1116

